
Ursa Major- The Great Bear (Wasco Tribe) 

Once there were five wolves who would share meat with 
Coyote. One night the wolves were staring at the sky. "What 
are you looking at?" asked Coyote. "There are two animals up 
there,” they told him. "But we can't get to them." "That is 
easy,” said Coyote. He took his bow and shot an arrow into 
the sky where it stuck. He shot another arrow which stuck 
into the first. Then he shot another and another until the 
chain of arrow reached the ground. The five wolves and 
Coyote climbed the arrows and the oldest wolf took along his 
dog. When the reached the sky they could see that the 
animals were grizzly bears. The wolves went near the bears 
and sat there looking at them and the bears looked back. 

Coyote thought they looked good sitting there so he left them and removed his arrow 
ladder. The three stars of the handle of the Big Dipper and the two stars of the bowl 
near the handle are the wolves. The two stars on the front of the bowl that point to the 
North Star are the bears. Alcor, the little star by the wolf in the middle of the handle 
is the dog.  

 


